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Introduction
The widespread use of marijuana in the United States is alarming. What is being resulted is that states are legalizing it while others are not legalizing based on the effects that are associated with it. Some of the states are associating marijuana use with accrued benefits while others are associating it with negative impacts hence not legalizing it. Due to this mixed reactions are being resulted since there is two side of arguments based on the use of marijuana. The two states that have hence caught my attention is the Colorado and Alabama states who have legalized and not legalized the use of marijuana respectively. This has hence led to both states developing different policies in addressing the topic of marijuana which is now widespread. Many are the different arguments that each of the states is giving in defending their reasons for abandoning the specific policies toward marijuana. In my paper, I am going to assess the policies in the states of Colorado and Alabama who have different reasons for legalizing and not legalizing the use of marijuana. Moreover, I will provide clear information as to why these states have the differences and similarities based on the use of marijuana and even analysis (In Sabet-Sharghi, In Winters, 2018)
The states of Colorado and Alabama caught my attention due to their differences when it comes to the legalization of marijuana. In Colorado, marijuana use has been legalized. This has hence led to the development of a policy in order to guide the citizens living in that state on how to use it. When it comes to the state of Alabama the use of marijuana has not been legalized. A policy has therefore been adopted to enhance this due to the belief that there are negative effects that are as a result of marijuana use. “This has hence led to use of marijuana only on certain circumstances.” (Caulkins, Kilmer, Kleiman, 2016)
The first policy is that the use of marijuana has led to healthy conditions improving. This policy is used in the state of Colorado. The argument behind this policy is that the use of marijuana leads to minimization of cases of problems that are health related. To the ones facing healthy related problems, therefore, the use of marijuana leads to improved health conditions. As a result, funds that could have been used to cure these health -related problems are able to be used in other useful ways. Although the use of marijuana is legalized in this state, there are precautions that need to be taken such as age, possession of an ID and not to buy from a dealer who is not licensed.
The second policy is that marijuana use should be controlled. This is because the use of marijuana effects that are negative are many compared to the positive effects. This policy is implemented in the state of Alabama. Using marijuana in Alabama is illegal. The only way that one can use marijuana is through cannabidiol since it has a medicinal value. If one is found possessing marijuana is this state there are severe consequences such as being jailed for 1 to 10 years and even being fined. “Trafficking is even illegal since one can be even imprisoned for life.” (In Sabet-Sharghi, In Winters, 2018)
The differences based on the use of marijuana in the two states is that there is a limit in one state when it comes to the use of marijuana. One can use marijuana in Colorado in a way that he/she wants if the requirements are well met. On the other hand, one cannot use marijuana in Alabama since it is illegal and there are policies behind this act. Although many are the differences that are evident, there are similarities which are found. One of the similarities is that in the two states there are precautions that are to be taken. One needs to meet requirements in Colorado whereas one needs to have a healthy condition in Alabama for the use of marijuana to be applied based on cannabidiol
On the issue of analysis, it can be said that marijuana use has been on the increase since there is a belief that it is associated with the medicinal value. What needs to be enhanced is the precaution on how it needs to be taken. This is because when taken excessively it can lead to a person developing health complicated problems due to its level of addictiveness. One needs to avoid being addicted to the use of marijuana. “Each state should have its own ideas and beliefs as to why it is legalizing or not legalizing the use of marijuana.” (In Sabet-Sharghi, In Winters, 2018)
Conclusion
New discoveries each and every day are being made around the world due to the development of technology. Who could have thought marijuana use could have been of medicinal value. If only precautions were enhanced, there will be an effective way on the use of marijuana. The use of marijuana is increasing and this implies that states need to take the best precautions on how marijuana use should be to avoid the negative effects that are associated with it. “If this is done, marijuana use will be effective.” (Hudak, 2016)
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